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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
935 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 

y Washington, D.C. 20535-0001 

Mr. Ernie Lazar L - OCT 14 1999 

Post Office Box 423434 

San Francisco, CA 94142-3434 Subject of Request: 44~11324 _ 

FOIPANo. 90 1 801 /190- HQ-30716 

Dear Requester: 

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect 
information exempt from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of 
Information Act) and/or Section 552a (Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the 
appropriate exempting subsections have been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld 
in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has been substituted showing the reasons or basis for the 
deletion. The subsections cited for withholding information from the enclosed documents are marked below: 




Section 552 


Section 552a 
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□ (b)(7)(B) 
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□ (b)(8) 
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□ (b)(5) 


□ (b)(9) 
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□ (b)(6) 
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(See Form OPCA-16a, enclosed, for an 

explanation of these exemptions.) 



Pursuant to your request, 2 6 

pages(s) were reviewed and 

21 

page(s) 


being released. 

During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located 
which 

□ originated with another Government agency(ies). 

These documents were referred to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you, 

□ contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the 
FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other 
agency(ies). 
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Subject: Headquarters file 44-11324 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 



January 8, 1957 

AIRTEL 
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Qr 

g 

Uj 

SAC, NEW ORLEANS 

PERSONAL ATTENTION 


CITIZENS COUNCILS OF LOUISIANA 
CIVIL RIGHTS 




Enclosed Is a copy of Department memorandum dated 
January 7, 1957, together with a copy of the endlosure thereto. 

This matter must be assigned Immediately to experienced 
Agent personnel for Immediate attention. 


bx 


blUblb BBL, at be Interviewed by two experienced Agents 
and he shouTdoeadvised that he Is belag contacted at the 
specific request of Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General, 
Criminal Division, Department of Justice. with 

Department's Instruction you should *dviseflH||PH6f the 
receipt of his letter by the Department stating that the letter 
was not acknowledged by the Department to avoid any possibility 
of arousing suspicion by his receipt of a lettM^^m^he 
Department of Justice. You are to convey^fl^^^m^the 
personal thanks and appreciation of the AssTflYaa^Ktorney General 
for his letter and for his interest In the public welfare. Agents 
conducting the Interview j^^b^aost circumspect, both in the 
contacting and interview as to eliminate any 

possibility of lnformatioi^SxfTn^out that he has been interviews 
by the Bureau or contacted by the Department. Agents conducting 
the Interview and any other personnel of your office who may 
handle this mattej^hould make no comment whatsoever concerning 
the contact withHIIIH^ The inquiry and questions asked by 
the Department must be thoroughly hovered in your report. 


You are specifically instructed to make no dissemination 
of this matter to the United States Attorney and furnish three 
copies of the report to the Bureau. 


A report reflecting the results of the Interview Mist 
be submitted to reach the Bureau no later than l/Xi/57. 


Tolson _ 

Nichols_ 

Boardman _ 

Belmont_ 

Mason _ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Nease _ 

Winterrowd_ 

Tele. Room _ 

Holloman_ 

Gandy_ 




VTANQARO m^M, NO. M 



Mr. Tolson 


UNITED STATES G 




Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 


FROM 


litizens Councils of Louisiana 


is requested thatl 


whog^nailingaddressTs^ | 
% be discreetly interviewed concerning all aspects - 
of the contents of his letter addressed to Assistant Attorney- 
General Warren Olney 111 under date of December 27, 1956^ 

A copy of that letter is attached. 


^has expressed the apprehension that he 
might lose his livelihood and suffer other retaliation if it 
should become known that he had written to the Department 
of Justice concerning the White Citizens Councils, and there¬ 
fore it is requested that every precaution be taken in contact- 
jin^n^nterviewing him to prevent anyone from learning that 
m^^oud^ith the Department. It is also 
requestecRnat^HimB^^)e informed that Assistant At¬ 
torney General Olney will not answer his letter by mail in 
or^pr to avoid any possibility of arousing suspicion by his 

pi a letter from the Department of Justicejor from the 
city oS/Washington, D. C. It is further requested that the 
personalhanks and appreciatioim^he Assistant-Attorney 
Ge&ral be c conveyed to^^^^f^^Hfeor his letter and for 
his interest inOietpiiiali^^P5S?^^^ . . . ^ / I 


It is spegmWffJS^B^ 
viewed concerning his gitateB^ 
the over-all plans, metfi^ft^f 
Citizens Council whictyfceenu 
pable" and also conceming J ^» 
p^ttve that the ultimate ojaie^t: 
fout»^a national political 
Jews, Negroes, Roman Cartm 
and perKaci^ioi^ 
be interviewed concerning his 

k B I 


sirar 1 


mentthat he tncjrs'Snd cgp> 
’Mee organti&tloiis ,'■’ 

^^ii r ^ear and jbfc^,teward\\ 
etc., to rule by coercion ) 
$ farther requested-that ha '' 
rencA^ro the Whit&Citizen&w 


'ZZ.JIM 
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Councils "having cells in most northern states. " It is requested 
that he be interviewed concerning the alleged statements of 
Senator Rainach to the effect that the objective of the Senator 
and the Councils is total disfranchisement of the whole Negro 
population, etc. It is requested that he be interviewed fully 
concerning the basis for his statements that a reign of terror 
has been imposed on his section and many of its public officials. 

If IMsrequea^^that no copies of the report of the interview with 

sent to any agency excepting the Department in 

|| Washington!^ 


Attachment 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 




Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


Section 552a 


□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 
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□ (b)(6) 
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□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of_ 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): _ 


JB The fol owing number is to be; used for reference regarding these pages: 

44- (1314-1, imlosan pdfts* Ks _ _ 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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XXXXXX 
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NO 44-804 



White Citizens Council was 
■tl approximately September J.956 


ounclli 


of the Whit 


1956. I went to the office o 


Council. I told him I could not as there was a 
State law to prevent it. He said I had no choice and 
I would have to Join or lose my Job. I repeated to 
him that I could not Join. 


that 5 men from the Clt 


and another mar^jhos^^^^^d^io^taTov^^ieci onme 
at my officeThey 
me what my viewswere on communajam and segregation. I 
told them I was not in favor of mixing the schools here 
I told them I was definitely not interested in 
communism, and was -^noosed t-.o _I also told 


atter part of October, 1956,^Bp 

_Jtold me when I was visiting nlm at 

t he was not going out on a limb politically 
by opposing the White Citizens Council. He said the 
organization was a formidable one and that I would 
have to satisfy them or be removed. I told him I would 
try to satisfy them but I could not Join the group 
because the State law forbade me from Joining a political 
group. 


Durln 












NO 44-804 


at one time told me the White 
Citizens Council was not a political organization but 
was a moral one and I should have no more scruples 
about Joining this organization than I would about 
Joining a church. 

"I discussed the matter o^^ttend^M^h^rfh^^^— 

Citizens Council Meetings withf* 


RJFVtVI 


^ tAld me I could not al 
his group as it is p olitical 


TRi H r ♦ * riWiTTt n nTT^KTl K H if 




bn c, 
bio 


s vie 


ter were 


’'The only meeting I have attended of the group 

the Parish and W^^offl^a^^and^ayorf^of^f^^ towns 
in the Parish were invited. Senator William W. Rainach 
waB the chief guest speaker. He expressed the opinion 
that Negroes were going to take over the State if we 
did not go back to the system of total disfranchisement 
of the Negroes in their right to vote. He said New 
York State had 8# Negroes and they had taken over that 
state and certainly they could take over Louisiana 
with 32£ of the vote. He said that anyone who was in 
favor of allowing Negroes to vote was in favor of inte¬ 
gration. He discussed the flexibility of the Louisiana 
Voter registration law, and said it should be used to 
disfranchise the Negroes. 

"During the first week of August, 1956, all the 
Registrars of Voters in the state were called to Baton 
Rouge for a financial meeting. About 40 of the registrars 
were present. Senator Rainach appeared before the 
group and spok^a^n^jirailar lines to the meeting Bet 
abovefl^H^^^^^ 

"These are the only times I have ever heard Senator 
Rainach speak. 

"I have never received any correspondence from Mr. 
Rainach. 
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"During the Spring of 1955 
discussed with me the possibility© 
registered voters challenge the right of some of 
the Negroes to vote. I told them that under the law 
that was their privilege and I would abide by that 
if they were challenged. He wanted me to challenge 
them on my own. I told him I could not do it. He 
said at a later time that they were going to clear 
the rolls in their own way. 


"Aro 




rtf December 


b?c 



u 

r Prazar. He said he wo 
the message to Governor Long and no action would be 
taken before my friends and I were notified. 

"Shortly after that I was told ^H||H^^H^that 
Governor Long ha^ca^ed him and askecn?!^had 
threatened me. aid he denied making any threats 

to me • 



"Recently a resident of our Parish, whose name I 
do not wish to divulge, said the l4th and 15th Amendments 
to the Federal Constitution had been passed illegally, 
and it was no more binding on us than the laws passed 
in Norway during the quisling regime of the German 
occupation. He said we should not consider this the law 
and not hesitate to ignore it. 
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rt> < ct Octd Ct 5d pi p 



lderly fr; 
name I do 
conspirac; 
legroes to 
[e said thi 







































"I have read the above statement on this & the 
eleven other handwritten pages, 8s It Is true 8s correct. 





6?C. 
i>7b 

Special Agent, F.B.I., New 
Special Agent, F.B.I., New Orleans, La.” 


********* 



following physical description was obtained of 
from personal observation and interview: 


Race 
Sex 
Age: 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Marital Status 
Occupation 


White 
Male 

49, born 

5'7" 

135 lbs. 
Completely gray 
Brown 





NO 44-804 


ADMINISTRATIVE; 




was advised that Mr. Olney would not 
make a written reply to his letter dated Decemhaj^^^^S^. The 
personal thanks of Mr. Olne^jfgE^^fljggto No 


other person w. 
interview wit 




of the 


REFERENCE 

Bureau alrtel to New Orleans, 1/8/57. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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February 6, 1957 


Assistant Attorney Oeneral 
Warren Olney III 

Director, FBI 

- //S £ y 

CmZKNS* COUNCILS OF LOUISIANA 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

(Your reference 146-1-3211, WO) 


Reference is made to your memorandum of 
January 7, 1957, and to my memorandum of January 15* 

195$. an«fo«lng a eo nv of the report of Speolal Agent 

^ dated January 12, 1957, at He* Orleans, 

Knolosed Is a oq py of the report of Speolal 
Agent January 31, 1957, at 

New Orleans^SulslanaT^ 

In view of the Information contained In the 
enclosed report and referenced report of January 12, 

1957 , it is requested that you advise whether you now 
desire the Information furnished to approprlatej^ntelli- 
gence agencies* If you approve. th^^^tf^^^^io!\''Vill _ 
be appropriately paraphrased will- 

not be disclosed. = i— 


CGMM - FC! 


ney dated 12-27 


in which he stated he had information concerning the overall 
objectives of the Citizens' Councils of Louisiana, and the 
po'tentiscl of violence intended by this 0 igro,hP* Olney requested 
he be Interviewed on highly confidential'basis and details 
obtained fron^iij^^ ^hJLs was, done and repopt^b^rlished Departmer 
1-15-57* fl|0|^^^^^ib^^qu^ntly appe^rqd £t the.,g^ton Rouge 
Resident Agencyf^B^B^nd furnished: an addit'l'dp&l signed state 
ment in which he alleges additional violence oh'part of Citizens 
Council of Louisiana. In Mr. Olney*s original request of 1-7-57 
he specifically instructed that copies of reports not be furnish 
to the USA or to any agency except Department. In view of 
information furnished it now appears that approprl^t^^ite^^en 
agencies should be informed of the information and^H^H^^B 
identity protected. 


Tolsoo 


Nichols 


Boardman 
Belmont _ 
Mason — 


Parsons 


Rosen 


Tamm_ 

Nease - 

Wbtertowd - 
Tele. Room 
Holloman _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office Offleo of Origin 

NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS 

TITLE OF CASE 

CO 

CITIZENS' COUNCILS OF LOUISIANA 

i 


Dot* Inv.itlg.tlv. Period 

1/31/57 1/3Q/57 _ 

R.port ■«■»# by Typed 

fliHHIHI olt' 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


Synop»isi 


& 

blL 


.flfliL.in a conversation 
■ a member of the Citizens' Council,■ 
pEoldnlm there coaid be no neutrals in tni^^™ 
er and he was either for them or was their enemy, 
said eventually all their enemies would be removed from 
public office in every state aaf^theirMJiore troublesome I 
enemies would be eliminated. ^HmUH^also stated there 
had been general talk among th^membersof the Citizens* 
Council that arrangements were being made to keep Negroes 
from actively participating in the armed services, and to 
get them assigned to do menial tasks. 

- C - 

DETAILS: AT BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 


e Baton Kouge Residem 



Proparty of FBI - This report It loaned to you by tbo FBI> and ntltber it nor ltt contents are to be distributed outs 
the aftney to which loaned* 


☆ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OffHX >95« O — 1I5H » 















e*H» 



r^statement tol 
P whom I kaoi 
i^Teaeral Bureau of 


oame to mjMaom^MjMppp^BpipraneninnepTeaen 
of ray wlf^mUrnaa^tn^ToTTowlng statements: 

^^m^readil^^^^^Ji^«as a member 
of the CltizensCounoil^^Pm^HB I told him 
I was moderate, and undertB^iIoulsTana law I 
could not join such a group* He said there are 
no neutrals In this matter, and you were either 
for them or you were their enemy* He stated the 
time would come when all their enemies would be | 
removed from publlo office In every State* He ' 
also stated there would eventually be bloodshed * 
and the more troublesome enemies would be shot* 


M I then asked him If he believed this 
would result in Civil War* He said he did not 
believe there would be Civil War as such, but 
there would be sporadic fighting all over the 
Chlted States and their more troublesome enemies 
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would be eliminated* 


bib 


n It has been general t^^^noy^thi 
members of the Citizens Council 
they were trying to get arrangmenta made to 
keep the negroes from actively participating 
in the anned services. Under their plan they 
would be assigned to menial tasks behind the 
lines. 

1 

n I have read this statement Sc it 


ntj^mao^to 


he 

It hat 


is true & correct. 


"Wi 

n /s 

"/s 

NEW 

Vs/ 

FBI 



V// 


pecial Agent, FBI, 
Special Agent, 
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Report of Si 
1957 at New Orleans. 


dated January 12, 
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Mr. ToWon 


. H -U-riian 
Miss Gandy— 


4-SI 


it 
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, lolly 


SAC, lew Orisons 


March 4, 1957 
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Director, nij/j/ - 


emits8* council or 
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OUISIAMA 


Mere pa SA 

doted 1-12 and 2-31-or captioned. 
Council* of Lcutotano, Civil Bights, 


_I at Mow Orleans 

It t sens f 


Inclosed herewith for your information 
is a copy of a self-explanatory memorandum from 
Assistant Attorney Qeneral Warren Olney III dated 
2-20-57. 


lUiTUDi* /or am 

MrttniA^^i o 
tn^us^o^^^^si 


Tou should prepare ar^Mr^under the 
captton, "Cttisene 9 Council Louisiana,” 

suitable for dissemination andincorperating 

tatton contained in referenced reports . 
J identity should be protected through 
symbol, and pertinent information 
furnished by Mb should be appropriately paraphrased 
in order to fully protect hie identity. Buded 
4-2-57. 


ure 



£ ON YELLOWi 



wrote 

-37-56 in which he stated he 
had information concerning the over-all objectives of the 
Citizens 1 Councils of Louisiana and the potential for 
violence of this group. Olney reque sted he bf ,interviewed 
on a highly confidential basis and details obftttned from 
him. This was done and a report was furnished to the 
Department under t* caption, of 

Louisiana, Civil R,jhta, ,t on 1-15-57. 

ntly appeared at the Baton Roug^r^Taew agency 
|at wfttch time he furnished information alleging 
additional violence on the jd art of Citixens^^nun^l s 
Louisiana, 01jie*tl\)fc**reque at that 
interviewed ffpcifiCblly instructed that copvf^^^reports 
in this matter should not^fre furnished to the U.S. Attorney 
orto other Government ■Acf'ccie s. By letter 2-6-57, Olney r 
(fiCmeattfd to' ad Ms e whe tndV he desired information contain 

• vAc . -/la- , (/•'•'lid'K 1(,A ,v 


JGttmed 


o > 


r : ' . • • ■■ 

•• V - . ' .. 
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Letter to Orleans 
Re:. CITIZENS' COUNCIL OF 


LOUISIANA 


b'P 


in rereps be furnished to the appropriate intelligence 
agencies. By memorandum 2-20-57, Olney stated that the 
information contained in rereps could be furnished to 
the odd r^j^^^^nt ell i gence agencies but requested 

Id entity be protected . 
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FD-36 (H«v. 12-13-56) 


( 


Transmit the following in 

Via AIR TEL _ 


F B I 

Date: 2/4/58 

_PLAIN TEXT 


(Type in plain text or code) 


_AIR MAIL 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


I 


TO: Director, FBI 

SAC, New Orleans (44-804) 

re: < -''irrizENS' councils of Louisiana 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


Rereps SA 
natter. 



bid 

LlD 



* Lli» -FIWW 


BL/1^/57 and 1 
■ackson,B 

I 


1/31/57 in captioned 


accompanied by his wife. 
Resident Agencv^rre 

La., was atflMHHBSil 

"on 2/1/58 Trae^n^repoi 


rted 



mot commas 
advising he w as 

ef fee 



ate. 


This is furnished the Bureau for information* No action is con¬ 
templated by the New Orleans office and none will be taken UACB. 


Bureau (AM) 
2 - New Orleans 
VPH:bs 
(5) 
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Approved: 


Sent 
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